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twenty miles north of Jinji, lay a Mogliul division under
Ali Mardan Khan. Santaji Ghorpade decided to destroy
it before attacking the prince's main army". Ali Mardan
Khan, unused to Maratha warfare, moved out lo meet his
enemy. At. si critical moment in the fight some new levies
that he had raised, deserted. He at once ordered a
retreat on Jiii]i. He was soon surrounded and his division,
with its entire transport, arms and equipment, fell into the*
hands of the llarathas.

Having thus cleared their flanks, the Maratha com-
manders moved towards Jinji. By this time the prince,
exasperated by tho insubordination of Zulfikar Khan and
his confederates had in turn begun to listen to RujaramV
envoyvS. They assume! him that the emperor was on the
point of death and that if Kam Baksh would but join
Rajaram, tlu* Maratha armies would secure him the
succession to the imperial throne. The assurances of the
envoys were confirmed by the rumours and the gossip of
the camp, and Kam Baksh agreed to desert with the tz*oops
upon whom he could most confidently rely. Fortunately
for the emperor he had shortly before sent his prime
minister, Asad Khan, Zulfikar Khan's father, to report ou
the progress of the siege. He came to hear of the plot
and informed his son. They kept a careful watch on tin*
prince's movement s. One night they noticed unusual
preparations in his quarters. At the same time tlio
garrison sallied vigorously against other parts of the
Moghul lines. Certain that; the prince was about to betray
his father, they went to his tents and asked the cause of
his preparations. He replied vaguely that he expected a
night attack and was getting ready to meet it. Asad
Khan assured' him tliat his information was faulty and
sternly directed him to countermand his order. The
prince, seeing that his treachery had been detected, sullenly
obeyed. In the night Zulfikar Khan brought from another
part of the siege works a large body of loyal troops and